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DETAILED ACTION 
Continuation Data 

1 . This application is a National Stage Entry of PCT/CH03/00524, filed July 30, 
2003. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The Information Disclosure Statement filed on February 8, 2006 has been 
considered. An initialed copy of the Form 1449 is enclosed herewith. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3, 7-10, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Itako (2003/0050890). 

With respect to claim 1 , Itako teaches a terminal (10) designed to perform 
transactions (vending transactions) requested by the holder of an IC-card (paragraph 
0049), including a touch panel display (see paragraph 0049) and means for contactless 
communication with the IC-card (see paragraph 0049), characterized in that at least one 
antenna (7), designed to receive signals from and/or to send signals to the IC-card is 
embedded in the touch panel display (see paragraph 0049). 
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With respect to claim 2, paragraph 0049 further discloses that a the terminal 
includes a communication module comprising a communication module, a receiver and 
a transmitter connected to the antenna (7), wherein the communication module is 
integrated in the touch panel display. 

With respect to claim 3, Itako illustrates in figure 2, that the terminal's (10) 
communication module and the controller for the touch screen functionality of the touch 
panel display are implemented in a common circuit. Refer to paragraphs 0032-0033. 

With respect to claim 7, Itako teaches the terminal being a point of sales terminal, 
specifically a vending machine. 

With respect to claim 8, Itako discloses in paragraph 0028 that the antenna is 
designed to receive signals from and/or to send signals to the IC-card. 

With respect to claims 9 and 10, Itako discloses in paragraphs 0028 and 0049 
that a communication module which includes a communication controller, a receiver and 
a transmitter connected to the antenna, is integrated into the touch panel display. 

With respect to claim 14, Itako discloses in paragraphs 0032-0033, 0035, 0040, 
and 0051, that the touch panel display, characterized in that all data originating from 
the user side, data entered by the user and data read from the IC-card, are transmitted 
over a common data bus to the main processor and/or that the communication protocol 
used to exchange data with the IC-card, is implemented within the touch panel display 
module. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4-6 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Itako in view of Perez et al (5,257,164), hereinafter Perez. 

Itako's teachings are discussed above. With respect to claims 4 and 1 1 Itako 
further discloses in paragraph 0028 holding the IC-card within the area of effectiveness 
of the radio waves emitted by the antenna section 7. With respect to claims 6 and 13, 
Itako discloses in paragraph 0055 an optical sensor for reading data written on the 
surface of the IC-card. 

Itako however fails to specifically teach a receptacle designed to receive and 
hold the IC-card. 

With respect to claims 4, 5, 1 1 , and 12, Perez discloses in the abstract a touch 
screen display interface terminal. The touch screen display terminal includes a 
receptacle (recess/cavity) designed to receive and hold the IC-card. Also see figure 1 . 

In view of Perez's teachings, it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include an actual receptacle for the 
IC-card in the touch screen display as is taught by Perez, in the terminal disclosed by 
Itako. Though Itako teaches using a non-contact IC-card and holding the card close to 
the antenna, one would be motivated to include an actual recess for the card as well in 
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case the signal strength is low wherein a non-contact reading would fail. Including a 
receptacle for reading the IC-card would therefore offer an additional method of 
communicating with the point of sales terminal. 

7. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Itako in view of Lee (2003/0001006). 

Itako's teachings are discussed above. Itako however fails to specifically teach 
both reading fingerprint data as well as supporting a secure data entry and transfer. 

With respect to claim 15, Lee discloses in paragraph 0025 (describing figure 1) a 
vending machine including a finger print recognition module. 

With respect to claim 16, Lee discloses in paragraph 0028 using either a contact 
type or non-contact type IC card as IC cards are known to perform an encryption so that 
important personal information is securely communicated. 

In view of Lee's teachings, it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include the fingerprint recognition 
module taught by Lee in the vending machine terminal disclosed by Itako. One would 
be motivated to include a biometric data reader in order to further authorize the user of 
the IC-card. Further authorizing would decrease fraudulent use of the card. 
Additionally, one would be motivated to communicate securely using an IC-card as is 
taught by Lee. Since important personal and financial information is being transferred 
in the vending method taught by Itako it would be desired to keep the data secure. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Kawai et al (2008/0105739), Leung et al (2003/0220834), 
Azuma (2004/0169081). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allyson N. Trail whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2406. The examiner can normally be reached between the hours of 7:30AM to 4:00PM 
Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee, can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for this Group is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those 
under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the 
applicant and should be addressed to [allyson.trail@uspto.gov]. 
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All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. 
PTO employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a 
possibility that sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 
U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published 
in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 OG 
89. 



/Allyson N. Trail/ 
Allyson N. Trail 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 

February 16, 2009 



